
MINUTES 
Ben Harrison Camp # 356 

October 14, 2017 
 
Call to Order: Commander Floyd called the meeting to order. 
Roll Call of Officers: Present were Commander Floyd; Sr. Vice-Commander, Memorial Officer, 
and Camp Council Member Beck; Jr. Vice-Commander, Signals Officer, and Graves 
Registration Officer Beckman; Secretary, Treasurer, and Historian Thompson; Chaplain Winters; 
Eagle Scout Coordinator and Camp Council Member Bowyer; Camp Council Member Walls; 
and GAR Records Officer Kolb. In all, twelve members and one prospective member were 
present.  
Secretary's Report: The minutes were approved with one correction; the date should read 
September 9, 2017. 
Treasurer's Report: The treasurer's report was approved as read. 
Brothers in Distress: none 
Commander in Chief: Message to the Membership #2 was read to the camp. 
Old Business: 
 * Eagle Scout Court of Honor: Brother Bowyer reported about the presentation to Eagle 
Scout Logan Marshall. 
 * Ongoing projects: Brother Kolb reported that only one gravestone at Crown Hill needs 
to be corrected to the proper name. He also reported the monument on Walmart property near 
Vicksburg that still needs to be moved to Vicksburg property. We are trying to get the National 
Guard to move them once someone takes them apart. Brother Beckman has added the Civil War 
Monuments and Markers map to our website. He is working on adding the last soldier project 
 * GAR stained glass window: Brother Bowyer told about a stained glass window in the 
United Methodist Church in Fortville, that was dedicated to Civil War soldiers. 
 * Ball Caps: When trying to order the ball caps, we learned that the officer in charge 
passed away in 2016 and the company who made them no longer makes them. Brothers Kolb, 
Beckman, and Beck were chosen as a committee to see if we could make our own cap without 
the official logo. 
 * Conservation projects: Brothers Beck and Beckman discussed the Martinsville Cannon 
and Mortar. Brother Beckman told about a Rustoleum product that stops rust and changes it to a 
flat black color. Brother Beck is in charge of this project.  Brothers Beckman and Kolb discussed 
products to use on gravestones. The cost to buy more D2 is about $200. Brother Kolb used a 
product Wet and Forget that worked well for him. We will wait until spring before we purchase 
either product. 
During the break for lunch, Brother Beck gave a presentation on the Battle of the Green River 
Bridge in Munfordville, Kentucky.  After lunch, we continued with: 
 * Midwinter Encampment: We handed out the flyers for the event. We plan to have the 
SVR present colors, have the Boy Scouts involved possibly in the serving of the meal, have a 
brief ceremony at the nearby gravesite of a GAR member; have a vacant chair and table to honor 
all soldiers; have table to display our Civil War memorabilia; and Brother Beck will be in charge 
of a book raffle. We also discussed the possibility of giving the church a donation for the use of 
their building. 
 * Camp Atterbury Community Day: Commander and Sister Floyd manned a table at this 
event on September 16, 2017. 
New Business: 



  D2: Commander Floyd and Brother Bowyer will get some D2 from Brother Beckman to 
clean the Civil War gravestones near the church where we are holding our Midwinter 
Encampment.  
 * Memorial Day: Sister Thompson found two newspaper articles about the first Memorial 
Day ceremonies at Crown Hill Cemetery in Indianapolis and Oak Hill Cemetery in Evansville, 
where they held a parade to the location and will use the words from the original ceremonies. We 
may choose to do this at Governor Morton's gravesite to honor the Soldiers' Governor or choose 
a section with several Civil War soldiers.  
 * Camp Newsletter: Brother Beck is seeking articles and photographs for the next 
newsletter. 
 * Remembrance Day: The Floyds, and Brothers Kolb and Beck will attend this event in 
Gettysburg on November 18, 2017, which also includes a Civil War ball. 
 * Promote the Order: We all need to actively promote our order to help our camp to 
grow. 
 * Upcoming meetings: Several brothers volunteered for presentations in the upcoming 
meetings.  An event on Veterans Day, the date of our next meeting, may conflict with our 
meeting, but there are other SVR members in the state who could attend that event. In 
November, we will need to hold nomination of officers. In December, we will install those 
officers. 
 * Veterans Memorial Coliseum: This building in Evansville holds GAR artifacts. We are 
debating pursuing legal action to catalog or obtain these items. We are waiting to hear from 
National before taking action or deciding whether to donate to the possible expenses incurred.  
 * Current historical programs: The Indiana History Center's new exhibit, You are There: 
1863 A Letter Home From Gettysburg, focuses on a letter from David Beem of the Fourteenth 
Indiana.  Castleton United Methodist Church  at 7160 Shadeland Avenue will host the program  
"James Davy's Civil War Diary" on October 21. 
 * Commemorative marker: Brother Kolb would like to have a maker placed to 
commemorate Tomlinson Hall where GAR held their encampments until 1946. This is where the 
City Market now is located. He would also like to have a marker placed in the statehouse for the 
room that used to be the GAR office until 1945. 
 * Patriotic Instruction: Commander Floyd presented ten Naturalization test flash cards to 
check our knowledge of American history. 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned with appropriate ceremony. 
 
__________________________  ___________________________  _________________ 
Jerry Thompson, Secretary  Jim Floyd, Commander  Date 
  


