
MINUTES 
Ben Harrison Camp #356 
Saturday, Feb. 14, 2015 

 
Call to Order: Commander Beck called the meeting to order. 
Roll Call of Officers: Present were Commander, Patriotic Instructor, and Memorial Officer Beck; Jr. Vice-
Commander, Signals Officer, Graves Registration Officer, and Camp Council Member Beckman; Secretary 
and Historian Thompson; Chaplain Winters; Color Bearer and Guide A. Kolb; Eagle Scout Coordinator 
and Camp Council Member Bowyer; and Camp Council Member Walls. In all, nine brothers were 
present. 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were approved as read. 
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was approved as presented. 
Brothers in Distress: Brother Morey is still in rehab and will soon be moving into assisted living. 
Applications Received: The camp was pleased to welcome two new brothers:  Joseph A. Beckman, who 
derives his membership from his great great grandfather William Schwartz, who served as a private in 
Co. H. of the 42nd Indiana Infantry; and William L. Martin, Jr., who derives his membership from his great 
great grandfather Martin Brazzell, who served as a private in Co. C. of the 11th Indiana Infantry.  
Reports of Officers, Old and New Business: 

- Camp Medal: Brother Winters showed some pictures of SUV medals for our camp. We discussed 
two of them. Brother Winters and Commander Beck will find out more about the quality of 
these medals and report back at the next meeting. 

- General Orders: Commander Beck read some General Orders. Our badges and charter are 
draped in honor of two real sons who died: Luke Perkins Martin, Jr., who died January 25, 2015, 
at the age of 97; and Hilbert Joseph Gramelspacher, who died February 1, 2015, at the age of 95. 

- Camp Newsletter: Brother Copeland needs the camp newsletter mailed to him. Brother Beck 
talked about what was in the newsletter and showed the new letterhead. 

- Chancellorsville: Brother Copeland talked about erecting a monument at Chancellorsville. 
- Membership Questionnaire: Brother Beck has a questionnaire for members to fill out and send 

back. 
After a break for lunch, we continued with: 

- Civil War Show: As a camp, we will not have a table at the show. Brothers Beck and Kolb will 
have tables and will have some of our brochures to hand out. 

- Lincoln Boyhood Home: The SVR was at the ceremony at the home and gravesite on February 8. 
- Lincoln Train: There are no updates on their website and we have received no response from 

them. 
- Upcoming events: These events include: April 9 –  ringing of bells at Lincoln Boyhood Home; 

April 11 – Lincoln Tomb in Springfield; April 30 – Lincoln Train in Indianapolis; May 11 – honoring 
Johnny Wilkins in Terre Haute; May 25 – Memorial Service at Crown Hill; June 6 – Department 
Encampment; August 22-23 – National Encampment in Richmond, Virginia; and November 21 – 
Gettysburg Remembrance Day. 

- GAR Grave Markers: Sister Thompson ordered three markers for the camp. We will reimburse 
her for this expense. 

- Genealogy Department at Indiana State Library: Governor Pence may disband this department 
and send the items to the Indiana History Center. Commander Beck said we should see that any 
GAR and SUV items are sent to either Huntington or Valparaiso for safekeeping. 

- D2: The camp moved to have Brother Beckman place an order for five gallons of D2 for cleaning 
headstones. The camp will reimburse him. 



- Treasurer: The camp checkbook is now in the possession of Brother Thompson, so he can make 
needed deposits and write needed checks. Brother Morey will remain the official treasurer and 
sign all required forms and file with the IRS until the next election. 

- Camp Ballcaps: We are down to our last four ballcaps. Two of them were sold at this meeting. 
We will decide at the next meeting whether we need to purchase more ballcaps. 

- Vicksburg: Commander Beck reported that the 26th Indiana Marker at Vicksburg is on private 
property and has been vandalized. The Department is working on whether to have it moved 
back onto Vicksburg property or moved back to Indiana. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with appropriate ceremony by the camp. 
 
 
_______________________________  ___________________________________  _______________ 
Jerry Thompson, Secretary  Mike Beck, Commander    Date 
 


