
MINUTES 
Ben Harrison Camp #356 
Saturday, March 8, 2014 

 
Call to Order:  Commander Bowyer called the meeting to order. 
Roll Call of Officers: Present were Commander Bowyer; Jr. Vice Commander, Signals Officer, Graves 
Registration Officer, and Camp Council Member Beckman; Secretary and Historian Thompson; and 
Chaplain Winters.  In all, six members and one visiting member were present. 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were approved as read. 
Treasurer’s Report: The treasurer’s report was approved as read. 
Brothers in Distress: Brother and Sister Beck are sick with the flu. 
Past Camp Commander: Commander Bowyer presented Brother Walls his Past Camp Commander 
badge. 
Applications and Reinstatements Received: The camp voted to reinstate Tracy Elliott to membership. 
The camp was pleased to receive the applications for Derek Harrison, who derives his membership from 
his great-great grandfather Joseph Hendrickson, who served as a private in Company D of the 54th NY 
Vol. Inf.; and Kevin Carpenter, who derives his membership from his great-great-great-great grandfather 
Paul Strickland, who served as a private in Company H of the 23rd IN Vol. Inf.  
Report of Officers: 

- Grave Cleaner: Brother Beckman has found a replacement for Biowash. We will now use D-2 
from Bone Stone. The cost is $180.51 for four gallons. Brother Beckman moved to order four 
gallons, seconded by Brother Walls, and unanimously approved. 

After a break for lunch, we continued with: 
- Dr. Stephenson Memorial Plaza Project: The camp moved to donate $150 for a 4x8 memorial 

brick. 
- Recruitment: Brother Beckman suggested we have a recruitment table at the Midwestern Roots 

2014 Family and History Conference on August 1-2.  The cost for vendors is $110 and for the 
SUVCW is $50. Brother Walls moved to do this, seconded by Brother Beckman, and unanimously 
passed. Brother Beckman will send out information about this. 

- Civil War Show at Beech Grove: The camp moved not to have a table at the show this year. 
- Historical Societies: Brother Walls discussed how memberships at historical societies are 

decreasing. 
- Cemetery Cleaning: The camp moved to clean the Mooresville Cemetery. Mr. Ed Rucker has 

given us permission to do so. We will meet at 9 a.m. of May 10 for the cleaning. 
New Business: 

- Memorial Day: We will look into honoring a Medal of Honor recipient for Memorial Day. 
- Signature Event: We are trying to decide what to choose for our signature event from 1865. 

Options include Robert Foster or Lew Wallace. Next year, the Lincoln Death Train will come 
through Indianapolis and this could be our signature event. 

- Tokens on Gravestones: We discussed the idea of leaving a Challenge Coin or a laminated card 
on Civil War graves we visit. 

- USS Key West: Commander Bowyer gave a naval history on the USS Key West and her captain 
Charles Power. 

- Post Donation: The camp voted to give a donation of $150 to the American Legion Post #500 for 
allowing us to meet there. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with appropriate ceremony by the camp. 
_______________________________   ______________________________   ________________ 
Jerry Thompson, Secretary  John Bowyer, Commander  Date 


