
MINUTES 
Ben Harrison Camp #356 

Saturday, January 11, 2014 
 
Call to Order: Jr. Vice-Commander Beckman called the meeting to order. Our December meeting was 
cancelled due to winter weather conditions. Our current meeting was held at the law offices of Claire 
Lewis. The American Legion Post #500 was closed because of damages from burst water pipes after 
losing electricity during the winter storm earlier this week. 
Roll Call of Officers: Present were Jr. Vice Commander, Signals Officer, Graves Registration Officer, and 
Camp Council Member Beckman; Secretary and Historian Thompson; Treasurer Morey; Color Bearer A. 
Kolb; and Camp Council Member B. Kolb. In all, eight brothers were present. 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were approved as handed out. 
Treasurer’s Report: We have 47 paid members at this time. The treasurer’s report was approved as 
presented. 
Brothers in Distress: Commander Bowyer’s mother, aged 93, died on Monday. The funeral and viewing 
are today during our meeting. 
New member application: The camp was pleased to receive the application of Joshua Andrew 
Claybourn, who derives his membership from great-great grandfather James Harrison Claybourn, who 
served as a corporal in Company H of the 80th Illinois Infantry. 
Reports of Officers and Old and New Business: 

- Camp Property List: Brother Thompson stated that list was emailed to Commander Bowyer. 
- Treasurer’s reports: The camp discussed ordering Quick books for our camp to do the 

treasurer’s report. Brother Thompson needs to be trained how to do this. Brother Beckman will 
see if he can install Quicken for free. 

- Battle Flags: Brother Kolb explained that we have approval to view the battle flags at the War 
Memorial, but we are restricted to only viewing them for 15 minutes per group, due to longer 
exposure causing sickness.  We need to contact Brother Beck if we wish to see a particular flag. 
Three flags can be chosen for each camp. 

- Civil War Show: The next Civil War show will be held April 4-5 at Beech Grove High School. 
- Senate Bill 102: Money was set aside to be given for flag restoration. Brother Kolb is going to 

find out why they have not released that money from the Senate Appropriations Committee. 
After a break for lunch, we continued with: 

- Investment Review: Brother Beckman reviewed our Treasurer’s Reports and Investments and 
recommends we leave the investments where they are. 

- Cemetery Cleaning: Brother Walls has not able to check the condition at the Mooresville 
cemetery. He will send an email letting us know whether we can clean this cemetery. 

- Lincoln Boyhood: There will be a ceremony at the Lincoln Boyhood home on February 9. 
- Lincoln Tomb: There will be a ceremony at the Lincoln Tomb on April 12. 
- Dr. Stephenson Memorial Plaza Project: We are considering donating $150 to purchase a 4x8” 

signature brick to reconstruct the grounds of the Dr. Stephenson Memorial in Rose Hill 
Cemetery in Petersburg, Illinois. 

- Midwinter Encampment: Two brothers paid their registration and that money will be sent to 
Brother Beck, Department Commander. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with appropriate ceremony by the camp. 
 
 
______________________________   ______________________________  ____________________ 
Jerry Thompson, Secretary  John Bowyer, Commander                    Date 


