
MINUTES 
Ben Harrison Camp #356 
Saturday, March 12, 2011 

American Legion Post No. 500, Speedway, Indiana 
 
Call to Order: Senior Vice-Commander Bowyer called the meeting to order. 
Roll Call of Officers: Present were Senior Vice-Commander and Patriotic Instructor Bowyer; Secretary 
and Historian Thompson; Signals Officer, Graves Registration Officer and Camp Council Member 
Beckman; and Memorial Officer, Eagle Scout Coordinator and Camp Council Member Beck. In all, with 
brothers and two sisters were present. 
Secretary’s Report: The minutes were approved as handed out. 
Treasurer’s Report: In the absence of the treasurer, the report was presented by Brother Thompson. 
The report was accepted as presented. 
Brothers in Distress: Commander Walls is recovering from rotator cuff surgery. 
Initiation of New Member: With due ceremony, Robert W. Winters, Sr. was welcomed into the order. 
Brother Winters derives his membership from the service of his ancestor David Leroy Miller, who was a 
private in Company F of the 11th Indiana Infantry. 
Reports and Other Business: 

- Native Americans in the Civil War: Brother Bowyer shared information sent in a newsletter 
about Native Americans who served in the Civil War. 

- Donation to the post: According to the Treasurer’s report, the donation to the Post has been 
made. 

- Facebook page: The camp has two Facebook pages, an open and a closed group page.  We will 
change it so we only have the open page to show what our group is about. 

After a break for lunch, we continued with: 
- More on Facebook: We need to have ten likes for our page to show up in the groups list. 
- Department email list: New members are encouraged to sign up for this list. Brother Beckman 

will send out a camp email group invite through that list. 
- Eagle Scout: Brother Beck reported that seven certificates have been sent out this year. 
- Civil War Show: Brother Beck stated that our tables are reserved. We will have some passes to 

get into the show. He will have his computer there so guests can check for ancestors who may 
have served. He has a digital picture frame we can use to show a slideshow of pictures. 

- Conner Prairie: Brother Bowyer sent information from National, the Department and the Camp 
about our organization to Conner Prairie, but has not heard from them yet. 

- Cemetery Cleaning: Scouts are seeking information about how to clean gravestones, so Brother 
Bowyer will let them know about Biowash. 

- Camp Morton Ribbons: Brother Beck reported that the ribbon has been designed. He will pay for 
them. Brother Beckman moved to make 100 ribbons, if the cost is less than $200. Brother 
Thompson seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 
The Thompsons had to leave the meeting early. No further minutes were available. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with appropriate ceremony by the camp. 
 
 
________________________________ _________________________________ __________________ 
Jerry Thompson, Secretary                           John Bowyer, Senior Vice-Commander       Date 
 


