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The Gavel
A gavel is a small ceremonial mallet commonly made of hardwood, typically fashioned with a handle. It is used 
almost exclusively in the United States in legislatures and courts of law, but is used worldwide for auctions. 

According to tradition, Vice President of the United States of America John Adams used a gavel to call the very 
first U.S. Senate to order in New York in the spring of 1789. Since then, it has remained customary to tap the 
gavel against a lectern or desk to indicate the opening (call to order) and the closing (adjournment) of 
proceedings, giving rise to the phrase gavel-to-gavel to describe the entirety of a meeting or session. It is also 
used to keep the meeting itself calm and orderly. 

The sound of the gavel strike, being abrupt to start and stop, and clearly audible by all present, serves to sharply 
define an action in time in a manner clearly perceivable by all, and to endow the action with practical as well as 
symbolic finality. 

The unique gavel of the United States Senate has an hourglass shape and no handle. In 1954, the gavel that had 
been in use since at least 1780 broke when Vice President Richard Nixon used it during a heated debate on 
nuclear energy, despite silver plates having been added in 1952 to strengthen it. Unable to obtain a piece of ivory 
large enough to replace the gavel, the Senate appealed to the Indian embassy. Later that year Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan, vice president of India, visited the Senate and presented a replica of the original gavel to Nixon.
The replica is still in use as of 2018.

In contrast to the Senate's, the gavel of the United States House of Representatives is plain wood with a handle. 
Used more often and more forcefully in the House, it has been broken and replaced many times.

In both houses, the gavel is generally sounded, that is, struck, once to mark the opening of the session, the 
adjournment, and to punctuate announcements of decisions by the body
(that is, when the presiding officer announces that a resolution or motion
is passed, the gavel is generally tapped once to declare the issue finished
and to move on). Rather than shouting for order like in most Westminster
style parliaments, the gavel, particularly in the House of Representatives,
is often tapped repeatedly by the presiding officer to call the assembly to
order or to restore order when cross-conversation has made it too noisy
to proceed. (Source: Wikipedia)
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