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Veterans Day is an official United States public holiday, observed annually on November 11, that 
honors military veterans; that is, persons who served in the United States Armed Forces. It coincides with other 
holidays, including Armistice Day and Remembrance Day, celebrated in other countries that mark the 
anniversary of the end of World War I; major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 11th hour of 
the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when the Armistice with Germany went into effect. The United States 
previously observed Armistice Day. The U.S. holiday was renamed Veterans Day in 1954. 
 
Veterans Day is not to be confused with Memorial Day, a U.S. public holiday in May; Veterans Day celebrates 
the service of all U.S. military veterans, while Memorial Day honors those who died while in military service. It is 
also not to be confused with Armed Forces Day, a minor U.S. remembrance that also occurs in May, which 
specifically honors those currently serving in the U.S. military.   
 
The United States Congress adopted a resolution on June 4, 1926, requesting that President Calvin 
Coolidge issue annual proclamations calling for the observance of November 11 with appropriate ceremonies.[A 
Congressional Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U.S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of November in 
each year a legal holiday: "a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter celebrated 
and known as 'Armistice Day'." 
 
U.S. Representative Ed Rees from Emporia,  
Kansas, presented a bill establishing the 
holiday through Congress. President Dwight D.  
Eisenhower, also from Kansas, signed the bill  
into law on May 26, 1954. 
 
Congress amended the bill on June 1, 1954, 
replacing  "Armistice" with "Veterans," and it 
has been known as Veterans Day since. 
 (Source: Wikipedia) 

 

In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 
 
Jim Floyd 
Patriotic Instructor 

 


