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Columbus Day — October 8, 2018

Celebration of Columbus's voyage in the early United States is recorded from as early as 1792, when
the Tammany Society in New York City (for whom it became an annual tradition) and also the Massachusetts
Historical Society in Boston celebrated the 300th anniversary of Columbus' landing in the New World.

President Benjamin Harrison called upon the people of the United States to celebrate Columbus's landing in the
New World on the 400th anniversary of the event. During the anniversary in 1892, teachers, preachers, poets
and politicians used rituals to teach ideals of patriotism. These rituals took themes such as citizenship
boundaries, the importance of loyalty to the nation, and the celebration of social progress.

Many Italian-Americans observe Columbus Day as a celebration of their heritage, and the first such celebration
was held in New York City on October 12, 1866. The day was first enshrined as a legal holiday in the United
States through the lobbying of Angelo Noce, a first generation Italian, in Denver. The first statewide holiday was
proclaimed by Colorado governor Jesse F. McDonald in 1905, and it was made a statutory holiday in 1907.In
April 1934, as a result of lobbying by the Knights of Columbus and New York City Italian leader Generoso Pope,
Congress and President Franklin Delano Roosevelt proclaimed October 12 a federal holiday under the name
Columbus Day.

Since 1971 (Oct. 11), the holiday has been

fixed to the second Monday in October.
(Source: Wikipedia)
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