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PROGRAM 

 
 

Posting of Colors 
27th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Co. D, Sons of Veterans Reserve 

 
Opening and Greetings  
Camp Commander 

 
Opening Prayer 
Camp Chaplain 

 
 

Pledge of Allegiance  
Camp Patriotic Instructor   

 
 

Reading of General Order Number 11 
Camp Member 

 
 

Poem Memorial Day 
By Laura Slaton Phillips 

Camp Member 
 
 

James Richards Carnahan 
A Biography by Stephen B. Bauer, PCC 

 
 

Poem The Challenge Of The Flag 
BY Dr. Frank C Huston, PC-in-C 

Camp Member 
 
 

Rifle Salute - Three Volleys 
27th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Co. D, Sons of Veterans Reserve 

 
Taps 
 

Closing Remarks 
Camp Commander 
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Camp Commander: 
 
Brothers of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and Friends: 
 
We assemble once more to pay to our ancestors our tribute of love and respect and 
within these sacred bonds to pledge anew our dedication to their memory and 
principles for which they fought! 
 
With bowed head, solemn tread, and voices hushed, we meet to remind our people of 
their duty to the soldiers and sailors who wore the blue; to the Flag for which they 
fought; to the country for which they died; and that it is for use to keep green the 
memories of their heroic service and unselfish sacrifice. 
 
May we fully realize the sanctity of the place and hour; may our conduct give 
assurance of the sincerity of our purpose and our earnest appreciation of duties and 
responsibilities resting upon us as Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
 
The Camp Chaplain will invoke the Divine Blessing. 

 
 

Camp Chaplain: 
 
Let Us Pray, 
 
Supreme Ruler of the Universe!  God of battles and of peace! We thank you for this 
day and hour; for this blessed privilege of meeting here as sons of soldiers and sailors 
to do homage to a Nation’s dead. 
 
We thank Thee that in the day of trouble and the hour of danger Thou in Thy infinite 
wisdom raised up men who were ready to do battle, and if need be, to die that this 
country might be preserved.  Grant us we beseech Thee, a continuance of Thy 
watchful care. 
 
Grant Thy blessing upon these sacred ceremonies, consecrated as they are to be the 
memory of brave and loyal hearts who dared stand for the right and did not fear to 
bare their breasts to a storm of steel in defense of human liberty, a united country 
and the brotherhood of man. 
 
Bless our country.  Preserve its integrity.  Prosper our Order.  Make it, we pray Thee, 
an instrument in Thy hands of great good to our country and to Thee, and at last 
gather us with Thee in the Great Camp of Eternity.  Hear and answer, we beseech 
Thee.  Amen. 
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General Order No. 11 
 

Headquarters, Grand Army of the Republic 
Washington, D.C., May 5, 1868  

I. The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strewing with flowers 
or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died in defense of their country 
during the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, and 
hamlet churchyard in the land. In this observance no form or ceremony is 
prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their own way arrange such fitting services 
and testimonials of respect as circumstances may permit. 

We are organized, comrades, as our regulations tell us, for the purpose, among other 
things, "of preserving and strengthening those kind and fraternal feelings which have 
bound together the soldiers, sailors, and marines who united to suppress the late 
rebellion." What can aid more to assure this result than by cherishing tenderly the 
memory of our heroic dead, who made their breasts a barricade between our country 
and its foe? Their soldier lives were the reveille of freedom to a race in chains, and 
their death a tattoo of rebellious tyranny in arms. We should guard their graves with 
sacred vigilance. All that the consecrated wealth and taste of the Nation can add to 
their adornment and security is but a fitting tribute to the memory of her slain 
defenders. Let no wanton foot tread rudely on such hallowed grounds. Let pleasant 
paths invite the coming and going of reverent visitors and found mourners. Let no 
vandalism of avarice or neglect, no ravages of time; testify to the present or to the 
coming generations that we have forgotten, as a people, the cost of free and 
undivided republic. 

If other eyes grow dull and other hands slack and other hearts cold in the solemn 
trust, ours shall keep it well as long as the light and warmth of life remain in us. 

Let us, then, at the time appointed, gather around their sacred remains and garland 
the passionless mounds above them with choicest flowers of springtime; let us raise 
above them the dear old flag they saved from dishonor; let us in this solemn 
presence renew our pledges to aid and assist those whom they have left among us as 
sacred charges upon the Nation's gratitude, the soldier's and sailor's widow and 
orphan. 

II. It is the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate this observance with 
the hope it will be kept up from year to year, while a survivor of the war remains to 
honor the memory of his departed comrades. He earnestly desires the public press to 
call attention to this Order, and lend its friendly aid in bringing it to the notice of 
comrades in all parts of the country in time for simultaneous compliance therewith. 

III. Department commanders will use every effort to make this order effective. 

By command of:  
JOHN A. LOGAN,  
Commander-in-Chie 
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Memorial Day 
 

As we stand here looking  
At the flags upon these graves 
Know these flags represent 

A few of the true American brave 
 

They fought for their Country 
As man has through all of time 

Except that these soldiers lying here 
Fought for your country and mine 

 
As we all are gathered here 
To pay them our respect 

Let's pass this word to others  
It's what they would expect 

 
I'm sure that they would do it 

If it were me or you 
To show we did not die in vein 
But for the red, white and blue. 

 
Let's pass on to our children 
And to those who never knew 
What these soldiers died for 
It's the least we can do 

 
Let's not forget their families 
Great pain they had to bear 

Losing a son, father or husband 
They need to know we still care 

 
No matter which war was fought 
On the day that they died 

I stand here looking at these flags 
Filled with American pride. 

 
So as the bugler plays out Taps 
With its sweet and eerie sound 
Pray for these soldiers lying here 
In this sacred, hallowed ground. 

 
Take home with you a sense of pride 
You were here Memorial Day. 

Celebrating the way Americans should  
On this solemnest of days.  
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James Richards Carnahan, Past Department Commander of Indiana, Grand Army of the 
Republic and Major General of the Uniform Rank, Knights of Pythias of the World was 
born in Dayton, Tippacanoe, Indiana November 18 1841. 
 
He was of Scottish, Irish decent and came from soldier stock, a great grandfather and two 
great uncles having served in the Revolutionary War. The father of General Carnahan, the 
Reverend James Aikman Carnahan was a native of Kentucky and graduated from The 
Auburn Theological Seminary, which was established by the Presbyterian Synod of Genesee 
in 1819, and who went as a missionary to Lafayette, Tippecanoe, Indiana in 1827 and was 
pastor of one Presbyterian church for some fifty years. His mother Martha A. (Dawson) 
Carnahan married the Reverend James Aikman Carnahan in Clinton County Indiana on 12 
February 1839. 
 
When he was fifteen years old he began work as a bookkeeper and expected to begin his 
collegiate courses as soon as he could secure enough money. Then in 1857, came a financial 
crisis that swept the state, and carried away all his carefully deposited earnings. 
Notwithstanding this disaster he determined to have an education, young Carnahan entered 
Wabash Collage at Crawfordsville with $5.00 in his pocket. He sawed wood, swept the halls, 
worked in the garden and kept a set of books for a business house and thus worked his way 
until the breaking out of the Civil War in 1861. For two years prior to the war he had been a 
member of a military company, thought to be the “Montgomery Guards”, under the 
command of Captain and later Major-General Lew Wallace, and had profited by the 
thorough drill and discipline then obtained. . In April 1861 at the first call for troops he 
enlisted as a private in Lew Wallace’s Zouaves, the Eleventh Indiana Volunteer Zouave 
Regiment along with thirty other Wabash students in Company I of that regiment.  
 
Muster In 22 April 1861, from Montgomery County, in Company I of the Eleventh Indiana 
Zouave Regiment and Muster out 04 August 1861 upon the expiration of term. Also in the 
11th was the future first Department Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
Captain Robert S. Foster of Company A, later to be Major General.  
 
He then muster in 22 December 1862 as Second Lieutenant, Commission dated 30 
November 1861 in Company L, 86th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Home City Dayton, 
Tippecanoe, Indiana. Mustered in 04 September 1863 as Captain, Commission dated 01 
August 1863 Company K in the 86th Indiana Volunteer Infantry, Mustered Out 06 June 1865 
at Nashville, Davidson, Tennessee. He filled various official positions in his company and 
regiment and in the last year of the war was a staff officer. At the close of the war he was 
offered a commission in the Regular Army, but owing to opposition of family and friends he 
did not accept. 
 
His most important service during the campaign prior to and including the battle of 
Nashville Tennessee. He was aide-de-camp on the staff of General T.J. Wood, commanding 
the Fourth Army Corps, and received high compliments from his commanding general and 
Major-General George H. Thomas, commanding the Army of the Cumberland, for faithful 
and efficient service. Following the battle of Nashville he participated in a campaign in East 
Tennessee and on the termination of hostilities returned to Nashville and took part in the 
finial grand review of the troops of the Army of the Cumberland. During his army service he 
participated in thirty-three general engagements.  
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In the autumn of 1865 he re-entered Wabash Collage at which he graduated in June 1866. 
He entered the law office of Ray, Gordon and Company at Indianapolis, in the autumn of 
1866 and was graduated by the Indianapolis Law School.  
 
He was admitted to practice in the Superior Court of the State in 1867. He then established 
himself at Lafayette in October 1867, was elected county prosecutor of Tippecanoe County 
Indiana, a position he filled until 1873. He married Susan Elizabeth Patterson on 07 
November 1867. 
 
In October 1874, he was elected judge of Tippecanoe Criminal Court. Commissioned Judge 
of the Tippecanoe County Criminal Court on 22 October 1874 with a term to begin on 27 
October 1875 for four year but the position was abolished by the Indiana State Legislature 
before he could take the bench. 
 
Captain Carnahan, who had been from the beginning in 1866 been active as aide-de-camp in 
organizing the G.AR. in Tippecanoe County, and elsewhere. Under the Department Order 
of November 1 1866, he was substituted for Captain Stein, who was prevented from serving 
as District Commander. As commander he became the mascot of the soldier. He quickened 
the energies of the "boys" and roused in them the enthusiasm for the organization. Eight 
strong posts were established in Tippecanoe County, chiefly the result of his work. He was 
sent as a delegate to the first National Encampment, 1866 and there his methods and 
practical knowledge found ready support in the work of the encampment. His career in the 
Grand Army in those days was the primer work for his later life. His genius and magnetic 
touch with the "boys" carried him beyond the limits of Indiana, from a department aide to 
that in later years Inspector General, and the two terms as Judge Advocate-General on the 
National Staff under the first reorganization. He later held the position of Department 
Commander, to which position he was elected two times, 1882 - 1883, by unanimous vote of 
the Encampment. He was also made the Provisional Department Commander of Tennessee 
and Kentucky upon the reorganization of the order.  
 
He has also honored himself, as well as the Order, as the author of a National Digest of the 
opinions and rulings of the Judge Advocate-General of the G.A.R. This digest was not only 
approved and adopted by the National Encampment, but it became the foundation stone 
upon, which Past Commander-in-Chief Beath built his "Blue Book" or what is or was called 
the "History of the Grand Army of the Republic." 
 
In his closing speech to the 1883 Department Encampment he proposed building a war 
memorial in Governors Circle in Indianapolis, this being the first mention of that memorial. 
He later was appointed, in 1895, to be president of the board of trustees which oversaw the 
construction of the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial built in Indianapolis. He was, after moving 
to Indianapolis, a member of Robert Anderson Post No. 369, Grand Army of the Republic. 
He was also a member of the Association of the Survivors of the Battle of Stone River and 
the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States with Badge No. 3004, Indiana 
Comandery. 
 
He was nominated to be Commander-in-Chief Grand Army of the Republic in 1905, but his 
name was withdrawn when he became ill. In his closing speech to the 1883 Department 
Encampment he proposed building a war memorial in Governors Circle in Indianapolis, this 
being the first mention of that memorial. He later was appointed, in 1895, to be president of 
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the board of trustees which oversaw the construction of the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial 
built in Indianapolis. 
 
His history in the Knights of Pythias began on October 15 1874, at which time he became a 
member of Lafayette Lodge No. 51, in which he retained membership until his death. He 
entered the grand lodge of Indiana after passing through the chairs of Lafayette Lodge and 
was elected grand chancellor of Indiana in January 1880. 
 
In the order he was looked upon as the founder of the Uniform Rank, the distinctive 
military rank of the order. In the winter of 1876-1877 he organized what was then known as 
the Lafayette K. of P. drill corps which later was to be called Lafayette Company No. 1 
Uniform Rank. He would be its first Captain. 
 
In January of 1881, Governor Porter appointed him Adjutant General of Indiana, and until 
January 22 1885 he devoted his entire time and energies to the betterment of the States 
Military recourses. When he assumed charge the affairs of the Adjutant Generals office were 
in a bad order and the military spirit if the State at a low ebb. Out of the confusion and an 
overwhelming lack of interest he constructed enthusiasm and order. 
 
In 1884, under his direction, separate regimental encampments of the Indiana militia were 
held at Richmond and Peru. Without any aid from the State by way of appropriations, he 
obtained for Indiana a thorough and available body of organized militia, put the troops into 
camp three years in succession for a week at a time, and sustained them by private 
contributions induced by the military spirit he had aroused in the people of the State. 
 
After he retired from the Adjutant Generals Office, due the changing political climate, he 
was commissioned Brigadier General of the then Indiana Militia, which later became the 
Indiana National Guard. 
 
At the session of the Supreme Lodge K .of P., of 1882 he was placed on the committee on 
Uniform Rank and drafted the additions to the general b-laws where by regimental 
organizations of the order were made in grand jurisdictions having a certain number of 
subordinate divisions. This committee was made a standing committee and this labor 
resulted in completely reorganizing the Uniform Rank as it then existed. A book of tactics 
was prepared by him and Lieutenant W.R. Hamilton, of the United State Army, General 
Carnahan writing most of the tacticts and superintending the publication of the book. This 
work was given to the Supreme Lodge. The first edition of “Tactics and Manual for Uniform 
Rank Knights of Pythias”, was published in Cincinnati, Ohio in July 1883.  
 
He also authored the “Pythias Knighthood: Its History and Literature”, published at 
Cincinnati, OH 1888; Camp Morton: A Reply to Dr. John A. Wyeth, published Indianapolis, 
Indiana 1892; “The Eighty-Sixth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, A narrative of its services in the 
Civil War 1861 – 1865”, Authored With James Barnes and T.H.B. McCain, Crawfordsville, 
Indiana 1895. 
 
At the session of the Supreme Lodge of May 01,1884 he was elected and commissioned as 
the first Major General and placed in command of the Uniform Rank, Knights of Pythias of 
the world, a position he held continuously until his death. 
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In 1904 he was appointed by President “Teddy” Roosevelt to be on the visiting committee 
to West Point Military Academy, and delivered an address before the graduates of that 
school of the class of 1904. 
 
He was one of the men that originated the plan to establish the plan for establishing the 
State Soldiers home in Lafayette, and was a member of the board and its president until his 
successor was appointed by Governor Durbin. He was, at the time of his death, on of the 
trustees of the Indianapolis Technical Institute. His work as a member, of the Chickamauga 
battlefield commission, of which he was secretary and compiled the report, was recognized 
as a labor of the most painstaking care. He was appointed to the board by Governor Claude 
Matthews (January 9, 1893-January 11, 1897) 
 
General Carnahan was member of Second Presbyterian Church, a member of Mystic Tie 
Lodge F. &A.M. and a 32nd Degree member of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. 
. 
He was recognized as a most zealous, faithful and efficient in everything he undertook, being 
master of detail, with a clear head and always working with a definite purpose in view. He 
was esteemed in every relation in life, and in the Pythian brotherhood was doubtless its best 
known and most influential member. 
 
General Carnahan died at Indianapolis, Indiana 03 August 1905 at 6:35 AM at his home at 
No. 8 West Drive, Woodruff Place. His health began to fail about the middle of January 
1905 and he was not able to conduct business after May 26 1905. For four week prior to his 
death he was confined to his room. The members of the family who were at the general’s 
bedside and who showed every attention were his daughters, his brother Doctor Joseph L 
Carnahan of Kansas City, Kansas, Mrs. Ralph H. Hess of Fort Collins, Colorado, Mrs. 
Michael Steele Bright of Superior Wisconsin and Mrs. Herbert Ashbrook of Cleveland Ohio 
and his sitter, Mrs. J. C. Tebbets of Chicago, Illinois. His son-in-law Herbert Ashbrook and 
Michael Steele Bright are also with him and Mrs. Carnahan who was constantly at her 
husband’s side.  
 
“And after all it is at the family hearthstone, surrounded by the charmed circle of wife, 
children, where joys and grief’s and hopes and aspirations are laid bare, that we learn the true 
character and the inner nature of a man. Judged by this standard, James R. Carnahan filled 
the measure to the uttermost. He gave his heart’s full devotion to his loved ones and they in 
turn were devoted to him.” 
 
The funeral was held from the family home, 8 West Drive, Woodruff place at 2pm Saturday. 
The funeral was conducted by the Uniform Rank of the Knights of Pythias, this would have 
included Colonel Shellhouse, SUVCW who later would become C-in-C. many members of 
the K. of P. from the state and beyond were in attendance. 
 
Reverend O. D. Odell of the Second Presbyterian Church of Indianapolis conducted the 
burial on 05 August 1905, Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, Marion, IN, Section 36, Lot 
243. Susan Elizabeth (Patterson) Carnahan was buried next to her husband on 20 May 1914 
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE FLAG 
 

Dr. Frank C. Huston, PC-in-C (1870 – 1959) 
 

Old Glory, when we look on you, as you are hanging there, 
We wonder, could there ever be a banner still more fair? 

No other such arrangement of our stripes and stars that gleam, 
Could ever be so beautiful, no holy, it would seem. 
As if the God above us all, in looking down could see 

Just what our Nation needed most, and what it's Flag should be, 
And guided those who made it, so in every thought and way, 
To make you, Glorious Banner, just what you are today. 
But far beyond the beauty rare — God only could create, 
We recognize in symbol, that which make our nation great; 
No god of Gold; no favored class; not selfishness, nor greed; 
But Righteousness and Brotherhood, this is our nation's creed. 

Within that Flag, we see, today, embodiment of Grace; 
The better things of all mankind for all the human race. 

The Red, there, tells how bold was shed that freemen still be free, 
How heroes died to usher in these better things to be. 

The White, there, tells that for this land no hero died in vain- 
That those who live will ever keep that Flag without a stain. 
The field of Blue, bedecked with stars-a bit of heaven's dome, 
Reflects the glory of our God, who gives us such a dome. 
Could any banner ever float o'er nations half so blest? 

The friend of all the needy world, the hungry and oppressed. 
She brooks no fears; desires no foes; but, advocates the plan 
That those who live beneath her folds, should be AMERICAN. 

No hyphenated loyalty can give her honors due, 
Allegiance, undivided, that make a man true blue; 

No man can serve two masters, why should one care to try, 
While living 'neath the grandest Flag that ever graced the sky. 
Old Glory when we see you there, what challenges you bring 

To those who know you as you ARE, and now your praises sing; 
You challenge us to lives that tell in high and holy deeds, 

To lives of noble thoughts and acts-not merely mouthing creeds. 
And, so, we pledge you here, today, the best that in us lies, 
That you may wave forevermore, the fairest Flag that flies. 
We love you, dear old Banner Bright; God help us each to see 
That YOU are but the symbol of what We, ALL, ought to be.
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Camp Commander: 
 
Our Memorial Day service is ended. In the name of the Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War I thank you, for your courtesy in permitting us, who are bound by 
special ties to them, to honor our dead.  “Taps are sounded – Lights are out – the 
Soldier sleeps.” 

 
Officers of the Ben Harrison Camp No. 356, Dept. of IN 

Web Site: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~inbhsuv/ 
 

Timothy J. Beckman Camp Commander 
    
Garry   Walls Camp Senior Vice Commander 
    
Mike   Tomey Camp Junior Vice Commander 
    
Jerry   Thompson Camp Secretary 
    
Graham  D. Morey Camp Treasurer 
    
Mike   Tomey Camp Chaplain 
    
John   Bowyer Camp Patriotic Instructor 
    
John   Copeland Camp Color Bearer 
    
John   Bowyer Camp Guide 
 
Mike   Beck, PCC Camp Council No. 1 
    
David   Wiley Camp Council No. 2 
    
Bruce   Kolb, PDC Camp Council No. 3 
    
Timothy J. Beckman Camp Signal Officer 
    
 Jerry   Thompson      Camp Historian 
    
Mike   Beck, PCC Civil War Memorials Officer 
    
Timothy J. Beckman Graves Registration Officer 
 
So to the indifferent inquirer who asks why Memorial Day is still kept up we may 
answer, it celebrates and solemnly reaffirms from year to year a national act of 
enthusiasm and faith. It embodies in the most impressive form our belief that to act 
with enthusiasm and faith is the condition of acting greatly. 
 

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.  
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34th Street Entrance at Crown Hill Cemetery, Indianapolis, Indiana 
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The Battle of Buena Vista 

By Ellen Hardin Walworth 

 

"We needs must think of history that waits 

For lines that live but in their proud beginning: 

Arrested promises and cheated dates, 

Youth's boundless venture and its single winning. 

We see the ghosts of deeds they might have done, 

The phantom homes that beaconed their endeavor; 

We grudge the better strain of men  

That proved itself and was extinguished then. 

The field, with strength and hope so thickly sown, 

Where from no other harvest shall be mown," 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

First Indianapolis Born Veteran to Die in Combat (Buena Vista, Mexico) 
 

Captain Trustin Brown Kinder, AB, AM 
Company B, 2nd Indiana Volunteer Infantry 

July 27, 1822 – February 23, 1847 
Section 3, Lot 41 


